
Building a Charity That Lasts: What You Need to 
Know
Starting a charity in Ontario is a meaningful way to create impact, but it comes with serious 
responsibility. To be officially recognized by the Canada Revenue Agency, your organization 
must meet specific legal, structural, and reporting requirements. Understanding these steps from 
the start helps you build a strong, compliant foundation for your charitable work and long-term 
success.
 

Is a Registered Charity the Right Fit for You?
Becoming a registered charity provides key advantages, including tax exemptions and the ability 
to offer tax receipts to donors. It also helps build trust with supporters. At the same time, 
registered charities must meet strict requirements, including filing yearly returns and keeping 
organized financial records. If those responsibilities feel overwhelming, a non-profit structure 
may be more suitable.
 

Start with Legal Recognition
You must incorporate your organization before applying for charitable status, either at the 
provincial or federal level. Incorporation gives your charity legal recognition and sets out its 
mission and structure in the Articles of Incorporation, which the CRA will review as part of your 
application.
 

Make Sure Your Cause Qualifies
The Canada Revenue Agency recognizes only four types of charitable purposes. To qualify, your 
organization must fit into one of these:

The relief of poverty
The advancement of education
The advancement of religion
Other community-focused purposes approved by law
All of your activities must directly serve your stated purpose and contribute to the public 
good.

 

Filing the Application: What You’ll Need
To apply, submit your charity registration through the CRA’s My Business Account portal and 
attach your governing documents, program outlines, and financial projections. The review 
process can take several months, so it’s important to ensure your application is accurate and 
complete.
 

What Happens After You’re Approved
Registered charities must stay in good standing by fulfilling several responsibilities. These 
include filing annual forms, managing donations properly, and meeting required spending 
thresholds. Failing to follow these regulations could result in penalties or the cancellation of your 
registration.
 



Not Ready Yet? There Are Still Ways to Give Back
Establishing a registered charity requires planning, structure, and ongoing responsibility. If you're 
prepared for that commitment, it can be deeply fulfilling. If you're not quite there yet, that’s okay 
too. You can still contribute in other ways. To explore your options or get started, feel free to visit 
our business for support and direction.


